I N A national emergency, the value of a man to his country may depend more upon his being assigned to duties he is well qualified to perform than on his proximity to the battle front. In recognizing this fact, the American Society of Agronomy set up a committee to study the utilization of agronomists in World War II. It is common knowledge that many American agronomists (crops or soils scientists) were poorly utilized in the Armed Forces in both World Wars I and II. In case of another all-out war, it is imperative that the United States use its scientificallytrained manpower with maximum effectiveness. It is now generally recognized that the defense organization of the country should be one based on depth, i.e., from the front lines back through every element of the supporting civilian economy.
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